2011 Camping Ministries Sunday (SAMPLE SCRIPT)
Today is Camping Ministries Sunday, and we celebrate the ministries of the three camps and/or conference centers owned by the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church:

1. Camp Lake Stephens, which serves the north half of Mississippi

2. Camp Wesley Pines in Gallman, which serves the south half of the state
3. Seashore Assembly in Biloxi

Our primary interest today is Camp Lake Stephens since it serves our geographic area of the Mississippi Conference. 

Please allow me to highlight some of the exciting things happening at Camp Lake Stephens:

· Summer Camp:  This past summer was one of the best summers ever at Camp Lake Stephens. 1,423 campers participated in one of the camp’s summer camping options such as Mini-Camp, Week long camps for Elementary and Jr. High campers, two week camps for all age groups, Sr. High Mission Camp, Jr. and Sr. High Adventure Camps, Sr. High Mission week, and for the first time Day Camp and Outpost camp options.
· Age Level Programming: In addition to summer camp, Camp Lake Stephens is involved in programming for children, youth, and adults of all ages. During the school year camp sponsors several youth retreats, confirmation retreats, Fall and Spring Flings (day events for older adults), youth ministry training events, backpacking trips, and much more. This year for the first time Camp Lake Stephens is sponsoring an older adult trip to Nashville, Family Camp retreat, and a fall Children’s Retreat. 
· Retreats Groups: Also in the off-season, Camp Lake Stephens hosts youth and adult retreat groups just about every weekend. 

In order for these important ministry opportunities to continue Camp Lake Stephens needs your help!  

Unfortunately, Camp Lake Stephens has experienced yearly 10% cuts in revenue from the Annual Conference for the past four years and will experience another 10% cut in 2012. These cuts are really taking a toll on the camp’s operating budget. The staff and Board of Directors have cut in every area possible and increased prices as much as they feel comfortable at this time. However, this is not enough! Camp Lake Stephens desperately needs your help in order to continue to be in ministry to the children, youth, and adults of the Mississippi Conference. 
Today, we will be taking up a special offering for Camp Lake Stephens (make sure your pastor is allowing this before you make this announcement). Today’s offering will help Camp Lake Stephens meet some of our immediate needs. So, please give generously!

Please look over your “Camping Ministries Sunday” bulletin insert (only do so if church allowed bulletin insert) and see some of the upcoming events at Camp Lake Stephens. If you want to be added to the Camp Lake Stephens mailing list please fill out the form on the back of the bulletin insert and return to camp (it would be great for church to collect and mail in together if possible). 
Thank you very much!

